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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN 
THE BUREAU FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF RESEARCH ON 
TROPICAL PERENNIAL OIL CROPS (BUROTROP) 
AND 
THE INTERNATIONAL BOARD FOR PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES (IBPGR) 
CONCERNING 
COLLABORATION ON THE CONSERVATION AND USE OF GENETIC 
RESOURCES OF TROPICAL PERENNIAL OIL CROPS 
PREAMBLE 
Whereas the Bureau for the Development of Research on Tropical Perennial Oil Crops 
(hereinafter referred to as "BUROTROP"), is an entity established by a group of interested 
persons from European countries, and which commenced operations in March 1990 with 
responsibility for generating, coordinating and obtaining funds for research and development 
projects on tropical perennial oil crops, and for developing a data-base and information 
service for these crops, thus contributing to the improved standard of living and welfare of 
producers and the economic advancement to producer countries; 
Whereas the International Board for Plant Genetic Resources (hereinafter referred to 
as "IBPGR") is an autonomous international scientific organization created by and operating 
under the aegis of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), 
with the mandate to advance the conservation and use of plant genetic resources for the 
benefit of present and future generations; 
0 
Whereas both BUROTROP and IBPGR, recognizing that they are concerned with the 
promotion of perennial oil crops, (BUROTROP from production to consumption, IBPGR for 
its safe conservation and the enhancement of its genetic diversity) have determined that the 
interests of each will be advanced by intensified collaboration between them and also 
recognizing the interest of BUROTROP linked with oil crops genetic resources activities and 
the interest of IBPGR in ensuring that those mentioned activities be developed in close 
interaction with the production and consumption sectors, both parties have agreed to the 
establishment of a collaborative programme, as follows: 
Article 1 
IBPGR will fully consult BUROTROP in the planning and impIementation of any 
activities IBPGR wishes to undertake on tropical perennial oil crop genetic resources, such 
as coconut and oilpalm, and conversely BUROTROP will fully consult IBPGR on any 
activities directly linked with aspects of plant genetic resources. 
Article 2 
Both organizations will fully keep each other informed of their resuIts and 
achievements. 
Article 3 
BUROTROP and IBPGR agree to undertake joint activities where complementary 
objectives can best be achieved through collaboration. In those cases, both organizations 
may decide to have a common approach to donors. Details on the joint acitivites will be 
provided in specific protocols, which will be appended to this Memorandum of 
Understanding. 
Article 4 
The parties agree that the rights and obligations of IBPGR set out in this 
Memorandum of Understanding, and in the appended protocol(s), shall be fully assumed by 
the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (hereinafter referred to as "IPGRI") no 
later than 60 days from the date the Italian Parliament ratifies the Headquarters Agreement 
between the Government of the Republic of Italy and IPGRI. IBPGR agrees to promptly 
inform BUROTROP of the date of ratification. 
Article 5 
The parties to this Memorandum of Understanding may, by mutual consent, add, 
modify, amend or delete any words, phrases, sentences, articles or protocols in this 
Memorandum of Understanding. 
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Article 6 
This Memorandum of Understanding shall enter into force on the latter of the two 
dates upon which the Memorandum of Understanding was executed by the parties and shall 
remain in force unless either party elects to terminate this Memorandum of Understanding 
by written notice, in which event this Memorandum of Understanding shall terminate at the 
end of six months from the date of service of such notice. 
FOR THE BUREAU FOR THE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT OF RESEARCH BOARD FOR PLANT GENETIC 
RESOURCES 
Title: C\Na,w -' h 
Date: 4- 3 4 2 1 R- OL- 9 3  
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Protocol on the develot, ment of a Coco nut 
Genebc Resources Net work 
1. The IBPGR Coordinator of the Coconut Genetic Resources Network will be invited 
to attend BUROTROP Programme Committee meetings and will keep in close liaison 
with the BUROTROP Director on the developments of the network. 
2. BUROTROP representative(s) will be invited tGattend any meeting organized in the 
framework of this Network. , . - .  
3. Any programmedprojects for technical support devkloped by the IBPGR Coordinator 
will be presented to the BUROTROP Director and/or Committee members (or to the 
designated Representatives in case of time pressure) for due advice and suggestions. a 
4. BUROTROP will endeavour to completdextend the activities of the Coconut Genetic 
Resources Network with downstream research. 
5. A joint approach to donors for the sponsoring of projects is planned for the benefit 
of the Coconut Genetic Resources Network. 
6. The BUROTROP newsletter will be used as a preferred tool for the dissemination of 
news on the developments of the Network. Common dissemination of specific results 
is envisaged. 
FOR THE BUREAU FOR THE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL 
D E V G N T  OF RESEARCH 
ON OPI LPERENNIAL GENETIC RESOURCES 
OIL 
BOARD FOR PLANT 
Title: &< 
r l 1 7 J V  
